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(b) COCHAIRS.—The Director of the Office of 

Science and Technology Policy and the Director 
of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology shall jointly chair the Interagency 
Policy Committee. 

(c) DUTIES.—The Interagency Policy Com-
mittee shall review the following issues and 
make policy recommendations on ways to im-
prove program effectiveness and efficiency: 

(1) The public and government databases de-
scribed in section 9(k)(1) and (2) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638(k)(1) and (2)). 

(2) Federal agency flexibility in establishing 
Phase I and II award sizes, and appropriate cri-
teria to exercise such flexibility. 

(3) Commercialization assistance best practices 
in Federal agencies with significant potential to 
be employed by other agencies, and the appro-
priate steps to achieve that leverage, as well as 
proposals for new initiatives to address funding 
gaps business concerns face after Phase II but 
before commercialization. 

(d) REPORTS.—The Interagency Policy Com-
mittee shall transmit to the Committee on 
Science and Technology and the Committee on 
Small Business of the House of Representatives, 
and to the Committee on Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship of the Senate— 

(1) a report on its review and recommenda-
tions under subsection (c)(1) not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act; 

(2) a report on its review and recommenda-
tions under subsection (c)(2) not later than 18 
months after the date of enactment of this Act; 
and 

(3) a report on its review and recommenda-
tions under subsection (c)(3) not later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 504. NANOTECHNOLOGY-RELATED RE-

SEARCH TOPICS. 
(a) SBIR.—Section 9(g)(3) of the Small Busi-

ness Act (15 U.S.C. 638(g)(3)), as amended by 
section 107, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) the national nanotechnology strategic 
plan required under section 2(c)(4) of the 21st 
Century Nanotechnology Research and Develop-
ment Act (15 U.S.C. 7501(c)(4)) and in subse-
quent reports issued by the National Science 
and Technology Council Committee on Tech-
nology, focusing on areas of nanotechnology 
identified in such plan;’’. 

(b) STTR.—Section 9(o)(1) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 638(o)(1)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘, giving special consideration to topics 
that further 1 or more critical technologies, as 
identified by the national nanotechnology stra-
tegic plan required under section 2(c)(4) of the 
21st Century Nanotechnology Research and De-
velopment Act (15 U.S.C. 7501(c)(4)) and in sub-
sequent reports issued by the National Science 
and Technology Council Committee on Tech-
nology, focusing on areas of nanotechnology 
identified in such plan’’ after ‘‘its STTR pro-
gram’’. 
SEC. 505. RURAL PREFERENCE. 

Section 9 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
638) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(dd) RURAL PREFERENCE.—In making 
awards under this section, Federal agencies 
shall give priority to applications so as to in-
crease the number of SBIR and STTR award re-
cipients from rural areas.’’. 

TITLE VI—IMPLEMENTATION 
SEC. 601. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS TO THE 

SBIR AND STTR POLICY DIRECTIVES. 
Not later than 180 days after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration shall promulgate 
amendments to the SBIR and the STTR Policy 
Directives to conform such directives to this Act 
and the amendments made by this Act. 
SEC. 602. NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL SBIR 

STUDY. 
Section 108(d) of the Small Business Reau-

thorization Act of 2000 is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘of the Senate’’ and all that 
follows through ‘‘not later than 3’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘of the Senate, not later than 3’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘update of such report’’. 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment to 
the committee amendment is in order 
except those printed in House Report 
110–603. Each amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the 
report; by a Member designated in the 
report; shall be considered read; shall 
be debatable for the time specified in 
the report, equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent of the amendment; shall not be 
subject to amendment; and shall not be 
subject to a demand for division of the 
question. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. BOSWELL 
The CHAIRMAN. It is now in order to 

consider amendment No. 1 printed in 
House Report 110–603. 

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Chairman, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 1 offered by Mr. BOSWELL: 
In title V of the bill, add at the end the fol-

lowing (and conform the table of contents 
accordingly): 
SEC. 506. PRIORITY FOR AREAS THAT HAVE LOST 

A MAJOR SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT. 
Section 9 of the Small Business Act (15 

U.S.C. 638) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(ee) PRIORITY FOR AREAS THAT HAVE LOST 
A MAJOR SOURCE OF EMPLOYMENT.—In mak-
ing awards under this section, Federal agen-
cies shall give priority to applications from 
companies located in geographic areas that, 
as determined by the Administrator, have 
lost a major source of employment. Not later 
than 90 days after the date of the enactment 
of this subsection, the Administrator shall 
promulgate rules for making the determina-
tion required by this subsection.’’. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to House 
Resolution 1125, the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. BOSWELL) and a Member op-
posed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

Mr. BOSWELL. Thank you, Madam 
Chairman. I will yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

This amendment offered by myself 
and the gentlelady from Ohio (Ms. SUT-
TON) will give applicants from regions 
that have lost a major source of em-
ployment priority for SBIR and STTR 
funding. The Boswell-Sutton amend-
ment would help to revitalize dis-
tressed economies that have lost major 
employers, such as factories and manu-
facturing plants. 

SBIR and STTR funds would help 
small businesses in these areas create 
new, high-quality jobs in areas hard hit 
with the pressures of globalization and 
current trade policies. This is particu-
larly important to me because I have 
witnessed the devastating impact of 
losing a major employer and what it 
can have on the community. 

For 113 years, the Maytag Corpora-
tion was the largest employer in New-
ton, Iowa. At its peak, Maytag em-

ployed over 3,000 Newton residents at 
the headquarters and manufacturing 
plants. In 2006, Maytag was purchased 
by Whirlpool. On October 25, 2007, the 
last Maytag washing machine rolled off 
the line and the Newton plant and the 
corporate headquarters closed. The loss 
of so many good-paying, quality jobs 
had a distressing effect on Newton, and 
the local economy has yet to recover 
from this tragedy. 

Investing in these communities so 
they are able to create new jobs by at-
tracting companies is essential to 
many towns in America. I am pleased 
to report that in Newton, part of the 
former Maytag facility is in the proc-
ess of being occupied by a new com-
pany that makes components for wind 
turbines, and the company expects to 
employ 140 hardworking Iowans. This 
is a step toward more energy, in re-
sponse to the gentleman from Alaska. 
This amendment will help revitalize 
communities like Newton, and thou-
sands of others across the United 
States. 

I would like to thank Congress-
woman SUTTON for working with me on 
this important initiative, and I thank 
Chairwoman VELÁZQUEZ and Ranking 
Member CHABOT for their leadership on 
this bill. Thank you for consideration. 
I hope you will accept this amendment 
that I believe is so important for so 
many communities across our Nation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 

while not opposed to the amendment, I 
ask unanimous consent to claim the 
time in opposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from New York is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. I thank Congress-

man BOSWELL and Congresswoman 
SUTTON for their amendment and their 
efforts to improve the bill. This amend-
ment encourages applications from 
economically distressed areas and 
helps ensure the competitive research 
proposal submitted from companies in 
this area will receive valuable early 
stage funding. The amendment will 
strengthen the SBIR program, and has 
the potential to spur entrepreneurship 
and create jobs in distressed areas. 

Now, Madam Chairman, I will yield 
to the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
SUTTON), a cosponsor of the amend-
ment, such time as she may consume. 

Ms. SUTTON. Madam Chairman, I 
rise in strong support of this amend-
ment. I am fortunate and thankful to 
have had the opportunity to work with 
Representative BOSWELL to offer this 
important amendment, which would re-
quire that areas that have lost a major 
source of employment be given priority 
when applying for Small Business Inno-
vation Research and Small Business 
Technology Transfer awards. 

Representative BOSWELL, as he de-
scribed, and I both know firsthand the 
devastating effects that massive job 
losses can have on a community when 
a major employer closes shop. The loss 
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